Welcome to the 28th International Parallel and Distributed Processing Symposium (IPDPS'14) taking place in Phoenix, Arizona in the USA. We are very pleased you are taking part in this technical forum centered broadly on parallel and distributed processing which brings together top research scientists and engineers from all around the world from academia, research laboratories, and industry. This area of computing is growing in importance and pervasiveness, especially given that we are in an era of multicore and manycore processors and accelerators, extreme scale systems and Big Data. We do hope you will find the conference and these proceedings exciting and rewarding.
Several events, complementing this strong technical program, promise to make IPDPS 2014 a special and exciting meeting. The conference will feature three outstanding keynote speakers, will include twenty-one workshops and associated papers, an industry session, the PhD forum, the conference banquet and a town hall event. This year, as a result of the efforts of the co-chairs Bo Hong and Luc Bougé, we have extended the traditional PhD forum event to a sequence of activities that span the conference and focus on exposing PhD students to critical resources and training. We are also introducing a new community-building event this year, the IPDPS Town Hall, with the goal of engaging the broader IPDPS community in discussions of about the IPDPS conference series.
Arranging an exciting meeting with a high quality technical program seems easy when one is working with an excellent and dedicated team and can build on the practices and levels of excellence established by a quality research community. IPDPS 2014 would not have been possible without the tremendous efforts of the many volunteers, including the organizing committee members, the steering committee, the authors and sponsors -I would like to gratefully acknowledge the critical contributions of each one. I would especially like to acknowledge the tremendous efforts of the Program Chair, David Bader, the Vice Chairs, Anne Benoit, Padma Raghavan, Yan Solihin and Ron Brightwell, and all the members of the program committee for their efforts in assembling such an excellent program, and the authors who submitted the high quality manuscripts from which this program was selected. I also thank our keynote speakers for contributing to the symposium: Yutong Lu, Peter Kogge, and Joshua Bloom.
It has been my pleasure working with other members of the organizing committee. Ümit Çatalyürek, the Workshops Chair, and Yogesh Simmhan, the Workshops Vice Chair, worked tirelessly in putting together an excellent set of workshops. I thank them, along with the organizers of each workshop, for the marvelous job they did in assembling a variety of emerging topics of interest to the parallel and distributed processing community. I xvi especially thank Luc Bougé and Bo Hong for their efforts in putting together a unique set of activities for the PhD Forum, and Xin Yuan, the Proceedings Chair, who did an outstanding job in pulling together the conference and workshop proceedings. I acknowledge Kalyana Chadalavada, Industry Chair, for his efforts in organizing the industry program at the conference and working to attract commercial participation and sponsorship. I am very grateful to the Publicity Chair Michela Taufer and Publicity Co-Chairs Francesco Silvestri, Yinglong Xia, and Yanmin Zhu, for the tremendous effort they put forth in publicizing this symposium. In addition to the more traditional avenues for publicity, they very creatively and effectively used social media to publicize the event.
I thank many other vital supporting cast members who, with their help and timely work, have made this symposium into the success that it is. Headliners in this list include Production Chair Sally Jelinek, Finance Chair Bill Pitts, Local Arrangements Chair Susamma Barua, and Steering Co-Chairs Viktor Prasanna and George Westrom. Without these key individuals, the process of running this symposium would not have gone nearly as smoothly. As has been echoed by my predecessors, these individuals shielded me from having to handle a myriad of important administrative details, which require great competence and skill. I benefited greatly from their wealth of experience and unparalleled dedication. I especially thank Sally Jelinek for making everything seem so seamless, and for pitching in any number of ways above and beyond the call of her defined duties -Sally is clearly the backbone of this conference series. I also greatly appreciate Viktor Prasanna for being very generous with his time and useful guidance. I also acknowledge the support we have received from the IEEE Technical Committee on Parallel Processing (TCPP) and Ajay Gupta, the IEEE TCPP Chair, as well as student travel support we received from the National Science Foundation.
Last, I express my sincere gratitude to the steering committee who invited me to serve as General Chair and who provided the organizing committee useful direction throughout. This has been a very rewarding experience for all of us. I trust that you, too, will find this year's symposium to be an enriching experience, both informative and stimulating.
Once again, I welcome you to Phoenix, AZ, and we hope you find IPDPS 2014 to be an outstanding and rewarding event.
Manish Parashar Rutgers University
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